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Extract  from  statement  of  TOGO,  Shigenori  dated  22  and  2# 
February  1046, 


L 


Pa e.ft-1 

Between  October  23,  194-1,  and  Decerber  R,  1941,  there  were  a 
number  of  liaison  conferences,  at  whJch  the  relieving  indivi¬ 
duals  were  present:  HideM  TO  JO ,  ’’rime  Minister;  Shigetaro 
3HIMADA,  Minister  of  the  Navy,  Okinobu  T'AYA,  Minister  of 
Finance;  Teiichi  SUZUKI,  Minister  of  State  without  Portfolio 
and  President  of  the  banning  Board:  Gen  SVGIYAMA,  Chief 
of  the  Army  General  Staff  (deceased);  Osari  NAGANO,  Chief  of 
the  Navy  General  Staff;  Naoki  HOSHINO,  Chief  Secretary  of  the 
Cabinet;  Takasrrtl  OKA,  Chief  of  Naval  Affairs  Bureau,  Seiichi 
""ITO,  Vice-Chief  of  Staff  of  the  Navy;  Sho  MUTO,  Chief  of  the 
military  Affairs  Bureau;  and  Isao  TSUKADA,  Vice-Chief  of  Staff 
of  the  Army,  I  attended  these  conferences  along  with  the  above 
named  -individuals.  All  had  active  part  in  the  conferences.  If 
necessarv.  other  Cabinet  members  and  Government  officials 
attended  if  it  Involved  their  particular  r* nistry.  I  do  not 
recall  the  names  of  the  others  who  attended. 

During  these  conferences,  the  big  question  was  the  settlement 
of  the  difficulties  with  the  United  States.  According  to  a  . 
report  from  Ambassador  NOMURA  in  Washington.  D,  C.,  around 
October  10.  1941,  to  the  effect  that  he  believed  that  an 
understanding  had  been  obtained  with  the  United  States  con¬ 
cerning  such  questions  as  the  Tripartite  Pact  and  trade  invol¬ 
ving  non-discrim.inatory  treatment  in  China.  So  when  I  became 
Foreign  Minister  I  discovered  that  this  was  not  the  situation 
and  that  no  sufficient  understanding  had  been  arrived  at  on 
these  points;  so  I  asked  NOMURA  for  confirmation,  NOMURA 
reolied  that  the  reference  report  in  October  was  inaccurate, 
which  made  the  situation  more  difficult.  During  the  beginning 
of  the  liaison  conferences  such  men  as  SUGIYAMA,  SUZUKI, 
SHIMADA,  HOSHINO  and  TOJO  were  opuosed  to  the  withdrawal  of 
Japanese  troops  from  China  within  a  specific  time  limit. 

However,  at  my  insistence  they  agreed  with  me  in  the  estab¬ 
lishment  of  such  time  limit.  Along  with  the  effort  to  seek 
a  solution  of  the  issues  with  the  United  States,  consideration 
was  also  given  to  Japan's  productive  power,  finances,  etc.  for 
the  eventuality  of  war,  After  HULL'S  note  of  November  26,  1941, 
was  received  it  appeared  that  war  v/as  unavoidable. 

The  decision  for  war  came  during  a  liaison  conference  on  or 
about  November  2R,  1941,  I  was  present  at  this  conference 
along  with  the  persons  mentioned  above.  Because  of  the  firm 
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stand  of  the  United  States  as  outlined  in  HULI 's  note,  it 
seeped  that  there  was  no  alternative  other  than  for  Japan 
to  wage  war  against  the  United  States.  Since  it  involved 
the  honor  of  Jaoan.  as  well  as  Japan’s  existence,  there  was 
unanimous  agreement  at  this  conference  on  or  about  November  28 
to  wage  war  against  the  United  States.  The  next  day,  on  or 
about  November  29 ,  1941,  to  the  best  of  my  recollection  the 
matter  was  referred  to  .OJO's  Cabinet,  at  which  meeting  I  was 
uresent,  and  there  ••'as  no  objection. 
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